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ABSTRACTS

STATISTICS AND MATHEMATICS AT SCHOOL.:
TWO DISCIPLINES IN ONE SUBJECT.
CULTURAL COMPARISONS AND INTERDISCIPLINARY POTENTIALITIES

MARIA GABRIELLA OTTAVIANI

Statistics and probability were introduced in the Italian school curriculum at least 18 years ago, but statistical
reasoning and culture have not yet reached the wider society. In fact mathematics and statistics are different,
while mathematics teachers who have to teach statistics in school have had little or no training in statistics.
The author presents a way to develop harmoniously statistical skills and mathematics abilities based on the
definition of collective phenomena. This implies the definition of statistical units and of their characteristics.
As each kind of characteristics has its own algebraic structure, this is the point from where mathematics and
statistics may begin interact in school.

The paper is also an opportunity to inform mathematics teachers about some national and international
experiences, materials and didactical units in statistics useful to assist teachers to cope with the challenge of
teaching statistics in school successfully.



