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ABSTRACTS

EXPLORING STATISTICS AND PROBABILITY IN SCHOOL MATHEMATICS,
WITH A FOCUS ON THE UPPER SECONDARY SCHOOL

MARIA GABRIELLA OTTAVIANI

Statistics and Probability (Data and Previsions) was introduced to school mathematics as part of the recent extensive
curriculum review (2004-2010). Many teachers are experiencing difficulty teaching statistics and probability, due to
deficits in theoretical knowledge and in specific professiona training in these areas. This paper presents currently
available teaching tools and activities, and outlines the differences between statistics and probability and between
statistics and mathematics. It aso highlights points of contact between statistics and mathematics, to help ensure that
statistics is not taught in away that disconnects it from numbers, geometry, relations and functions. Attention is drawn
to the need for more research to ensure that the teaching of statistics and of mathematics may develop together in a
harmonious way.



